Jesus Christ and Him Crucified
“When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you
the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified.” ( 1 Corinthians 2:1-2)
This course is not meant to show you how educated the pastor at Light of the Valley
Lutheran Church is. This course is not meant to push down all other Christian
denominations and religions. This course is meant to show you Christ and him
crucified as the Bible shows this to us.
My hope and prayer is that, through this study, God will lead you to a better
understanding of who he is and what he has done for you and for all people, and that,
by this message, you would grow in your belief of Jesus Christ as your Savior.
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From Where Do We Learn about Jesus Christ?
Practically, most of our knowledge is derived from the testimony
of others, whether textbook authors, teachers, journalists, friends,
scientists, or pastors. Philosophically, every worldview has at the
base a core of unprovable tenets, such as the atheist materialist’s
belief that this universe is composed only of matter. Everyone has
faith. What Christians put their faith in is unique.
2 Peter 1:16–21 (NIV)
16
For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He
received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18
We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the
sacred mountain. 19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely
reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must
understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own
interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

The Bible is...

Isaiah 45:18–19 (NIV)
18
For this is what the LORD says— he who created the heavens, he is God; he who
fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but
formed it to be inhabited— he says: “I am the LORD, and there is no other. 19 I have not
spoken in secret, from somewhere in a land of darkness; I have not said to Jacob’s
descendants, ‘Seek me in vain.’ I, the LORD, speak the truth; I declare what is right.”

The Bible is...

Hebrews 1:1–2 (NIV)
1
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in
various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe.

The Bible is...

Deuteronomy 29:29 (NIV)
29
The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us
and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.

The Bible is...

John 20:31 (NIV)
31
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

The Bible is...

Why Does This Matter?
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The Bible claims itself to be the Word of God. That claim is not made
lightly. In fact, it wants to set itself apart from the rest of the writings of
the world. See what God gives in way of confirming the truthfulness of
the Bible.
John 17:17 (NIV)
17
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

God’s Word is...

Romans 3:4 (NIV)
4
Let God be true, and every human being a liar. As it is written: “So that you may be
proved right when you speak and prevail when you judge.”
Isaiah 45:23 (NIV)
23
By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not
be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear.

God’s Word cannot be...

Why Does This Matter?

The Bible is a collection of writings written by men as they were guided
by God. We know that God’s Word is truth. So, which parts of the Bible
are God’s Word?
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)
16
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness,

How much of Scripture
is from God?

Why Does This Matter?

We know that all of God’s Word is true, but how do we know
that the Bible that we have is all God’s Word?
1 John 1:1–5 (NIV)
1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim
concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and
we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write
this to make our joy complete. 5 This is the message we have heard from him and
declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
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God’s Word comes
from...

Luke 1:1–4 (NIV)
1
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled
among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were
eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully
investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account
for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things
you have been taught.

God’s Word was...

Acts 17:10–12 (NIV)
10
As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On
arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of
more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with
great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was
true. 12 As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek
women and many Greek men.

God’s Word lines up...

Luke 24:44 (NIV)
44
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
Matthew 5:17–18 (NIV)
17
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.
1 Peter 1:24–25 (NIV)
24
For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall, 25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” And
this is the word that was preached to you.
John 10:35 (NIV84)
35
… Scripture cannot be broken.
Isaiah 46:8–10 (NIV)
8
“Remember this, keep it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels. 9 Remember the former
things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none
like me. 10 I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to
come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.’”
Isaiah 43:13 (NIV)
13
Yes, and from ancient days I am he. No one can deliver out of my hand. When I act,
who can reverse it?
Why Does This Matter?
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God promises about his
Word…
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There are some who claim that there is no way that we could ever
know what was originally written in what we call “The Bible.”
Others say that we have “The Bible” faithfully and accurately passed
down to our day and age. What is the truth of the matter? Consider
the following information.
 We recognize and believe that only the original “autographed” manuscripts of all the 66 books of the Bible were
inspired both in content as well as the letters and grammar used. The very first version came straight from God through
people. None of the original autographed manuscripts of either the Old Testament or New Testament have survived.
 However, there are more manuscript copies of the Bible than any of the other comparably ancient writings.
Author

Work

Date Written

Earliest MSS

Time Gap

Number of MSS

Homer

Iliad

800 BC

c. 400 BC

400

1757

Herodotus

History

480-425 BC

10th C

1350

109

Sophocles

Plays

496-406 BC

3rd C BC

100-200

193

Plato

Tetralogies

400 BC

AD 895

1300

210

Caesar

Gallic Wars

100-44 BC

9th C

950

251

Livy

History of Rome

59 BC-AD 17

Early 5th C

400

150

Tacitus

Annals

AD 100

AD 850

750-950

33

Pliny, the Elder

Natural History

AD 49-79

5th C fragment: 1; Rem. 14-15th C

400

200

Thucydides

History

460-400 BC

3rd C BC

200

96

Demosthenes

Speeches

300 BC

Some fragments from 1 C BC

1100+

340

AD 50-100

AD 130

40

5795

Greek NT

(See more at: http://www.toughquestionsanswered.org/2012/12/11/how-do-other-ancient-texts-compare-to-the-new-testament/#sthash.2e1pbMAP.dpuf)

 Not all of these 5,500+ manuscripts are complete or dated from such an earlier time frame. The following chart gives
you a better picture of quantity and date relating to the preserved New Testament manuscripts.
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 What do the earliest manuscripts say? What evidence do they have that the 27 books of the New Testament are the
same as what was originally written? Here is the breakdown of the earliest manuscripts we have and what portion of
the book is represented. A capital “X” indicates that virtually all of the content is the same as later manuscripts while
a small “x” indicates that substantial amounts of the books are the same as the later manuscripts.
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 Even if we had lost all the Greek New Testament early manuscripts, we have enough quotes from the early church
fathers (believers who lived from the 2nd century AD through 4th century AD) to reconstruct the entire New Testament.

 Some biblical scholars claim that there are more errors (variants from manuscript to manuscript) than there are words
of the New Testament of the Bible. Variants of the Greek New Testament manuscripts number to about 300,000 out of
138,162 total words. But let’s break down those numbers a bit. There are 5,500+ manuscripts being compared to get
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to the number of 300,000 variant words. One mistake in spelling or a change in word (like Lord to God or Jesus
instead of Christ) gets recopied over and over again. In other words, one mistake repeated 3000 times does not make
3000 changes, but it does count to 3000 variants. Also, knowing that many of the later manuscripts are complete
(which is also the largest number of the 5,500 total), we really need to multiply out how many words that is. If we say
90% of those Greek manuscripts are complete, that gives us 4,950. 4,950 manuscripts x 138,162 words makes for
684,396,900 total words. Compare that with 300,000 textual variants, and you are now talking about 1 variant for
every 2,281 words.
 99.5% of the Bible that we have today from the original Greek language agrees with no variations. The remaining
.5% of textual errors in the Bible are minor things such as misspellings, alternate words for the same thing, omissions
of definite articles. etc. Out of 138,162 words in the New Testament, 137,471 words have no contention while 691
words are affected. Less than 40 of those variants are seriously contested, meaning that the historical evidence points
heavily to the rest that we have an accurate idea of what word should be there. 0 variants affect doctrine (teaching)
over all the manuscript evidence, which is also clarified by comparing parallel passages throughout the various books
of the Bible.
 In regards to the Old Testament, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls (dated to the 1st century A.D.) essentially ended
the debate as to whether or not these books were faithfully and accurately transmitted. “It is a matter of wonder that
through something like a thousand years the text underwent so little alteration. As I said in my first article on the
scroll, ‘Herein lies its chief importance, supporting the fidelity of the Masoretic tradition.’” (Millar, Burrows, The
Dead Sea Scrolls) Over 1000 years of transmission, the Dead Sea Scrolls match our previous earliest Hebrew
manuscripts of the Old Testament to 98% accuracy, with none of the variations affecting the teachings.
 Already in Moses’ day, who wrote the first five books of the Bible, God called the people to test writings and
prophecies to determine if they were true and in accord with God’s revealed Word (Deuteronomy 13:1-4).
 Jesus in his earthly ministry confirmed the Old Testament as it stood (“The Law and the Prophets”) without making
any changes or correcting people as to which books should be included. The Apostle John, who lived until about 100
A.D., was an eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry, and wrote the last books of the New Testament, did not refute any of the
books that we still recognize as God’s Word nor did he advocate for the inclusion of other books that aren’t
considered part of the Bible. So, as the canon (the 66 books that make up the Bible) closed, we had the New
Testament confirmed by God and those who saw him in the flesh.
 The canon was never created by councils or churches. The canon was only recognized and reaffirmed through
councils such as the Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D. Recognition does not make something part of the Bible, but
merely confirms that it already is because of the book’s own internal witness that is it God’s Word.
 Why did it take Christians so long to have an established canon – a list of the books of the Bible that we know are
God’s Word?
o Some of the books of the Bible did not receive wide dissemination until after the 1st century A.D.
o An authoritative list does not appear in Scripture or was not passed down by the apostles.
o Scrolls were not large enough to contain all the books, and codices did not become accessible until the 4th
century.
o The Church was heavily persecuted during its inception, and Christians were scattered across a large empire.
Thus, councils could not be effectively organized until the 4th century.
o Given all this, it is astounding that the Muratorian Canon (dated at 150 AD) lists all but four New Testament
books.
 Translations of the Bible are not inspired in the same way as the very first original documents were, but the message
still is. When the message of God’s Word is proclaimed, God’s Word is being spoken without needing to use the same
language, letters, or grammar of the original autographed manuscripts of the Bible. This is why a preacher who
accurately conveys the message of God’s Word (the Bible) can honestly say at the end, “Thus says the Lord.”
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 Modern translations of the Bible need to be continually updated to adapt to our changing language. This does not
mean that the original content changes, but our current language has changed and the Bible is retranslated to match
the current state of our language.
 There is no basis in history to suggest that the Bible has lost its teachings through translations upon translations or
that there was a massive, all-encompassing change of all the Bible’s manuscripts (although you will find that with
the early history of the Koran). Each translation of the Bible returns to the original Greek and Hebrew manuscripts.
Even if the Bible had lost its teachings over time, how would someone prove that claim if we do not have the
original, autographed manuscripts to compare to the preserved manuscripts?
 Why aren’t the so-called Apocryphal and Pseudepigraphal books included in what we call the Bible?
o Christ, the Jews, the Apostles, and the early church did not accept them as canonical – meaning that they who
had first received the Bible and preserved it did not consider these books to be God’s Word. In fact, the Jews
rejected these books.
o They were not quoted in the New Testament.
o They make no claim to divine inspiration, and some claim the possibility of error. Some contain historical
inaccuracies. Other books of this variety reject themselves as prophetic, teaching instead that prophesy ended
with Zachariah and Malachi (1 Maccabees 4:46; 9:27; 14:41).
o They contain heresies such as magical incantations (something never found in the Old Testament), prayers for
the dead, and the forgiveness of sins accomplished by human effort (Tobit 12:9).
o The simple fact that the Bible refers to them does not automatically make that which it refers to as canon. (e.g.
Book of Jashar from Joshua 10:13 and the Book of the Wars of the Lord from Numbers 21:14)
 The literary genre of historical fiction did not develop until after the 14th century and wasn’t popularized until the
19th century. To say the Bible is historical fiction is to impose a style of literature that the people of that time and era
did not use.
 Consider the numerous attacks that the Bible has faced throughout history. Humanly speaking, these writings should
no longer exist, but they have been faithfully preserved.
 For more information on the Bible’s historicity, consider checking out these resources:
o “How Has the Bible Survived?” written by S.E. Thomas (http://thewritejourney.blogspot.com/2008/05/how-didbible-survive.html)
o “The Holy Scriptures – Indestructible” written by Wayne Jackson of the Christian Courier, a journal dedicated
to the investigation of biblical doctrine, Christian evidences, and ethical issues.
(https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/31-holy-scriptures-indestructible-the)
o “How Do Other Ancient Texts Compare to the New Testament?” written by Bill Pratt who holds a Masters
Degree in Christian Apologetics (http://www.toughquestionsanswered.org/2012/12/11/how-do-other-ancienttexts-compare-to-the-new-testament/#sthash.2e1pbMAP.dpuf)
o “Is the Bible True?” various articles answering this question written by various authors
(https://answersingenesis.org/is-the-bible-true/)
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Beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ
Now that we know where we can learn about Jesus (from the Bible) and
that the Bible as we have it is true and reliable, we start to know who
Jesus is starting in the same place as God’s Word begins...
Genesis 1:1–2:4 (NIV)
1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God
was hovering over the waters.
3
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was
good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and
the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the
first day.
6
And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from
water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the
water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and
there was morning—the second day.
9
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry
ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered
waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.
11
Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on
the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so.
12
The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees
bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13
And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from
the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and
let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God
made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern
the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on
the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And
God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth
day.
20
And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and
every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to
their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
22
God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in
the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there
was morning—the fifth day.
24
And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the
livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each
according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their
kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the
ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, “Let
us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground.”
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What do we learn about
God from the creation
account?

27

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and
the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”
29
Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth
and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the
beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the
ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.”
And it was so. 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was
evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
1
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.
2
By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh
day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,
because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.
4
This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the
LORD God made the earth and the heavens.
Genesis 2:5-9 (NIV)
5
Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the
LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but
streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then
the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
8
Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the
man he had formed. 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—
trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were
the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Genesis 2:15–25 (NIV)
15
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and
take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any
tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
18
The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper
suitable for him.” 19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild
animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would
name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So
the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to
fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then
closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had
taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
23
The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”
24
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they
become one flesh. 25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.
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What do we learn from
creation about how our
world should be?

What is different about
how God made humans
when compared to the
rest of creation?

Why did God give this
command to Adam?

Why did God create
woman?

What does God also
establish after he made
the very first man and
woman?

As classic as the creation account is, the question we want to
answer is: What does creation have to do with Jesus? To get the
answer to this question, let’s look at the following Bible
passages.
John 1:1–3, 14 (NIV)
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made.
14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Where was Jesus
during creation?

Genesis 1:2, 26-27 (NIV)
2
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep,
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters…
26
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they
may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the
wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
27
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

What do these passages
teach us about the
nature of God?

What was he doing?

Deuteronomy 6:4 (NIV)
4
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
Matthew 3:16–17 (NIV)
16
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven
was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
17
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.”
John 10:25–33 (NIV)
25
Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my
Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.
27
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal
life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father,
who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my
Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
31
Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them,
“I have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone
me?” 33
“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy,
because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
Philippians 2:6–8 (NIV)
6
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature
of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!
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Who did Jesus say he
is?

Who did his opponents
think he was claiming
to be?

Isaiah 44:6–8 (NIV)
6
“This is what the LORD says— Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I
am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 7 Who then is like me? Let
him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has happened since I
established my ancient people, and what is yet to come— yes, let them foretell what will
come. 8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long
ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I
know not one.”
Isaiah 45:21–22 (NIV)
21
Declare what is to be, present it— let them take counsel together. Who foretold this
long ago, who declared it from the distant past? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no
God apart from me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none but me. 22 “Turn to me
and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.

What does the creation of the world and humankind have to do with Jesus?
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God’s perfect world, which was also made through Jesus as he is
true God, only lasted for the first two chapters of the Bible. Now we
see how it all changed and where Jesus fits into the picture.
Ezekiel 28:12–17 (NIV)
12
“Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre and say to him: ‘This is
what the Sovereign LORD says: “ ‘You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and
perfect in beauty. 13 You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone
adorned you: carnelian, chrysolite and emerald, topaz, onyx and jasper, lapis lazuli,
turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you
were created they were prepared. 14 You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I
ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.
15
You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was
found in you. 16 Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you
sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, guardian
cherub, from among the fiery stones. 17 Your heart became proud on account of your
beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the
earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings.

Where did the devil
come from?

Isaiah 14:12–15 (NIV)
12
How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! You have been
cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! 13 You said in your heart, “I
will ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit
enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. 14 I will
ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” 15 But you
are brought down to the realm of the dead, to the depths of the pit.
Revelation 12:7–9 (NIV)
7
Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon,
and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they
lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent
called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the
earth, and his angels with him.
Jude 6 (NIV)
6
And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their
proper dwelling—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for
judgment on the great Day.
2 Peter 2:4 (NIV)
4
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them
in chains of darkness to be held for judgment;
Matthew 25:41 (NIV)
41
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
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Why was hell created?

Genesis 3 (NIV)
1
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in
the garden’?”
2
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but
God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden,
and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
4
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.”
6
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and
made coverings for themselves.
8
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in
the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of
the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”
10
He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so
I hid.”
11
And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that
I commanded you not to eat from?”
12
The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the
tree, and I ate it.”
13
Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14
So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are
you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will
eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his
heel.”
16
To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with
painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and
he will rule over you.”
17
To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree
about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground
because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. 18
It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By
the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from
it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”
20
Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 21
The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.
22
And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good
and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of
life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of
Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out,
he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword
flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

How did the serpent
(Satan) tempt Adam &
Eve?

What are some
immediate effects that
you see because Adam
and Eve disobeyed
God?

What are the long terms
effects of their sin?

Where do you see
God’s undeserved love
for Adam and Eve and
all people in this
account?

What does God’s perfect world becoming imperfect have to do with Jesus?
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The History of Jesus Christ
The journey of the coming Jesus was much longer than Mary & Joseph’s
trip to Bethlehem. The history of Jesus as our Savior starts in the Garden
of Eden and leads up to that moment we call Christmas. Let’s trace the
progression of the promised Seed who would crush the Serpent’s head.
Revelation 12:17 (NIV)
17
Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against the
rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony
about Jesus.

The enmity between the
devil and believers is
real as we see with Cain
and Abel.

Genesis 4:1–24 (NIV)
1
Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain.
She said, “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave
birth to his brother Abel.
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought
some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 And Abel also brought an
offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with
favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor.
So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.
6
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If
you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is
crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”
8
Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in
the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.
9
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
10
The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me
from the ground. 11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the
ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the
earth.”
13
Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today you are
driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15 But the LORD said to him,
“Not so; anyone who kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times over.” Then the LORD
put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 16 So Cain went out
from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.
17
Cain made love to his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch.
Cain was then building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch. 18 To Enoch was
born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the father of
Methushael, and Methushael was the father of Lamech.
19
Lamech married two women, one named Adah and the other Zillah. 20 Adah gave
birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who live in tents and raise livestock. 21 His
brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all who play stringed instruments and
pipes. 22 Zillah also had a son, Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of tools out of bronze
and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah.
23
Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah, listen to me; wives of Lamech, hear
my words. I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for injuring me. 24 If Cain
is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times.”

Already with her
firstborn son, Eve
believes that this son
could very well be the
offspring to crush the
head of the serpent.
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c.f. Hebrews 11:4 for
more information on
Abel’s offering.

Adam and Eve were
perfect. Yet one of their
sons murders the other
son. How far they have
fallen into sin to
corrupt them to this
extreme in just one
generation.

Genesis 4:25–5:5 (NIV)
25
Adam made love to his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth,
saying, “God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.” 26
Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh.
At that time people began to call on the name of the LORD.
1
This is the written account of Adam’s family line.
When God created mankind, he made them in the likeness of God. 2 He created them
male and female and blessed them. And he named them “Mankind” when they were
created.
3
When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own
image; and he named him Seth. 4 After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had
other sons and daughters. 5 Altogether, Adam lived a total of 930 years, and then he
died.

What changed about
the human race from
when God made them
to after the fall into sin?

Psalm 51:5 (NIV)
5
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
Romans 5:12 (NIV)
12
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin,
and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned—
Romans 6:23 (NIV)
23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 (NIV)
7
The dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave
it.
Luke 23:42–43 (NIV)
42
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
43
Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
What do Cain and Abel and Seth have to do with Jesus?

Jesus Christ and Him Crucified
20

What happens at
death?

About 1600 yeasr have passed since Cain and Abel when we
encounter a man named Noah and his world. Noah’s family is our
next stop on tracing the history of Jesus Christ.
Genesis 6:1–9 (NIV)
1
When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were
born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of humans were beautiful, and
they married any of them they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend
with humans forever, for they are mortal; their days will be a hundred and twenty
years.”
4
The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when the sons
of God went to the daughters of humans and had children by them. They were the
heroes of old, men of renown.
5
The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the
earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the
time. 6 The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart
was deeply troubled. 7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the
human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that
move along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in
the eyes of the LORD.
9
This is the account of Noah and his family.

What had happened to
humankind since we
left them last?

Genesis 6:9–22 (NIV)
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked
faithfully with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.
11
Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how
corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13
So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with
violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So
make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside
and out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long,
fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 16 Make a roof for it, leaving below the roof an
opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower,
middle and upper decks. 17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all
life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on
earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the
ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19 You are to
bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with
you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature
that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take every
kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.”
22
Noah did everything just as God commanded him.

What made Noah so
different from the rest
of the people of his
time?
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Facts about the Flood Account
 Taking the genealogy from Genesis 5 of father to son accounts, 1656 years have passed since creation.
 Although it is difficult to obtain an actual value of world population at the time of the flood, 5 to17 billion people
would appear to be reasonable populations, with an average of around 10 billion. The best ages for childbirth
would be 80.8 to 92 years with 6 to 7 children per family. This would be 20 to 18 generations produced from Adam
to the Flood in 1656 years. Genesis 5 states that each person had "sons and daughters" in addition to the son whose
chronology is given. Since a plural is used to describe the number of sons and daughters, a minimum of two sons
and two daughters are assumed. Therefore, a reasonable value would appear to be a range of 5 to 8 children per
family. Using 5 to 8 children per family, the population falls with in a range of ~2 billion to 11.5 billion (over the
range of 16 to 22 generations). (http://www.ldolphin.org/pickett.html; http://www.ldolphin.org/cisflood.html)
Consider also that the world population has increased from 1 billion in 1800 A.D. to 7 billion in 2015 A.D.
(https://ourworldindata.org/world-population-growth/)
 Ark = box, not really a boat.
 The roof of Noah’s Ark was more than 50 feet from the ground –
higher than a modern 4 story house.
 The Ark had the same storage capacity as about 500 standard semitrailers or 1,396,000 cubic feet. A standard livestock trailer holds
about 250 sheep. So, the Ark had the capacity to hold at least
120,000 sheep.
 Few wooden ships have ever come close to the size of Noah’s Ark. One possible challenger is the Chinese treasure
ships of Zheng He in the 1400s (#6). An older contender is the ancient Greek trireme Tessarakonteres (#4). The Ark
is near the maximum size known to be possible for a wooden vessel.

o
o
o
o

o 6)Zheng He's "Treasure ships" - 120-140
meters
o 7)Byzantine Dromon warship - 45-50 meters
o 8)Viking Busse Longship - 45 meters
o 9)"Average" Trireme - 37 meters

1)HMS Titanic - 269 meters
2)USS Nimitz - 332 meters
3)Noah's Ark - 135-157 meters
4)Ptolemy Philopater's "Tessarakonteres"
(Forty) - 128 meters
o 5)Emperor Caligula's "Giant" ship - 95-104
meters
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 Only about 45% of the Ark’s capacity was needed to store the animals.
o Kind is probably best translated to “families,” which
means there would be about 2000 animals on the ark.
You can still go as high as 16,000 animals.
o The ark is 450 ft. long, 75 ft. wide, and 45 ft. tall. This is
1,396,000 cubic feet or over 500 railroad stock cars.
This is the same as a modern cargo ship.
o Actually, most animals are small. Only 15% would be
larger than a sheep. Also, God could have brought
juvenile animals instead of full grown adults on board.

 It’s feasible to have Noah and his family feed all these animals.
o Food distribution systems could have been designed and
developed including bamboo for water, feeders for birds,
etc.
o They could store dried hay and meat for long periods of
time. Not many animals need a special diet, and those who
do can switch to an alternative diet relatively easily.
o They could have built cages to keep animals contained and
from eating each other. The animals also could have
hibernated.
o They could have designed and implemented a trough
system like modern pet stores to get rid of animal waste.
o The windows at the top would be all you need to provide circulation and the elimination of methane gas that
comes from animal excrement.
 And they actually built a 1:1 scale replica of the Ark in modern times. (https://arkencounter.com/)
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Genesis 7:1–9:17 (NIV)
1
The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I
have found you righteous in this generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of every kind of
clean animal, a male and its mate, and one pair of every kind of unclean animal, a male
and its mate, 3 and also seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their
various kinds alive throughout the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will send rain on the
earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every
living creature I have made.” 5 And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.
6
Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth. 7 And
Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the waters
of the flood. 8 Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that
move along the ground, 9 male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God
had commanded Noah. 10 And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth.
11
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second
month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of
the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On
that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and
the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. 14 They had with them every wild animal
according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every creature that moves
along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything
with wings. 15 Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah
and entered the ark. 16 The animals going in were male and female of every living thing,
as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in.
17
For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they
lifted the ark high above the earth. 18 The waters rose and increased greatly on the
earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. 19 They rose greatly on the earth,
and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. 20 The waters rose
and covered the mountains to a depth of more than fifteen cubits., 21 Every living thing
that moved on land perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that
swarm over the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on dry land that had the breath of
life in its nostrils died. 23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out;
people and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds were
wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.
24
The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.
1
But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with
him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded. 2 Now the
springs of the deep and the floodgates of the heavens had been closed, and the rain had
stopped falling from the sky. 3 The water receded steadily from the earth. At the end of
the hundred and fifty days the water had gone down, 4 and on the seventeenth day of the
seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 The waters continued
to recede until the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the
mountains became visible.
6
After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark 7 and sent out a
raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. 8
Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the ground. 9
But the dove could find nowhere to perch because there was water over all the surface
of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the
dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. 10 He waited seven more days and again
sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in
its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded
from the earth. 12 He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time
it did not return to him.
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13

By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the water
had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that
the surface of the ground was dry. 14 By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the
earth was completely dry.
15
Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons
and their wives. 17 Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds,
the animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on
the earth and be fruitful and increase in number on it.”
18
So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 All the
animals and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything
that moves on land—came out of the ark, one kind after another.
20
Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and
clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma
and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even
though every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood. And never again
will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. 22 “As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never
cease.”
1
Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number and fill the earth. 2 The fear and dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the
earth, and on all the birds in the sky, on every creature that moves along the ground,
and on all the fish in the sea; they are given into your hands. 3 Everything that lives and
moves about will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you
everything.
4
“But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. 5 And for your lifeblood I
will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And
from each human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of another human
being. 6 “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the
image of God has God made mankind.
7
As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase
upon it.”
8
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 “I now establish my covenant
with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with every living creature that was
with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of
the ark with you—every living creature on earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you:
Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be
a flood to destroy the earth.”
12
And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you
and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have set
my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the
earth. 14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds,
15
I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every
kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the
rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.”
17
So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established between
me and all life on the earth.”
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How long did the flood
last?

What promise did God
make following the
flood?

Sound familiar?

What important truth
do we learn here about
God’s justice?

What was the covenant
that God made with
Noah and his family
and all people? What is
the symbol of that
covenant?

2 Peter 2:1–9 (NIV)
1
But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the
sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many
will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In
their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation
has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.
4
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting
them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient
world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher
of righteousness, and seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to
happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by
the depraved conduct of the lawless 8 (for that righteous man, living among them day
after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—
9
if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the
unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment.

What insight does the
apostle Peter give us on
the story of the flood?

What does Noah and the flood have to do with Jesus?

The next person of focus from the Bible is Abraham. Let’s see what God did
with this man.
Genesis 12:1–4 (NIV)
1
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you.” 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran.

What is God’s promise
to Abram here?

Genesis 15:1–6 (NIV)
1
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid,
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”
2
But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless
and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said,
“You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”
4
Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son
who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said,
“Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said
to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
6
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

What does God add to
his promise to Abram
here?
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Genesis 21:1–7 (NIV)
1
Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah
what he had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old
age, at the very time God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son
Sarah bore him. 4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as
God commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born
to him. 6 Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this
will laugh with me.” 7 And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah
would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”
Romans 4:1–25 (NIV)
1
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh,
discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had
something to boast about—but not before God. 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
4
Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 5
However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their
faith is credited as righteousness. 6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the
blessedness of the one to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed
are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 8 Blessed is the
one whose sin the Lord will never count against them.”
9
Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have
been saying that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. 10 Under what
circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not
after, but before! 11 And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who
believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to
them. 12 And he is then also the father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised
but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he
was circumcised.
13
It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise
that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14
For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is
worthless, 15 because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no
transgression.
16
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to
those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I
have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom
he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were
not.
18
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many
nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 Without
weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he
was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did
not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his
faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he
had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it
was credited to him” were written not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God
will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our
justification.
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Galatians 3:6–9 (NIV)
6
So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 7
Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture
foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in
advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who rely on
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
What do we learn about Jesus through Abraham?

The Bible often uses the phrase “the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.” We know who Abraham is, and we heard that he fathered
Isaac. Isaac in turn fathered Jacob, who was also given a promise.
Genesis 28:10–22 (NIV)
10
Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a certain place,
he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put
it under his head and lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway
resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it stood the LORD, and he said: “I am
the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and
your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be like the
dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to
the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am
with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this
land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
16
When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place,
and I was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place!
This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”
18
Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set
it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel, though the
city used to be called Luz.
20
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on
this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21 so that I
return safely to my father’s household, then the LORD will be my God 22 and this stone
that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give
you a tenth.”
Genesis 49:8–10 (NIV)
8
“Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your
enemies; your father’s sons will bow down to you. 9 You are a lion’s cub, Judah; you
return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—
who dares to rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff
from between his feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come and the obedience of the
nations shall be his.
What ties are there between Jacob and Jesus?
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A great nation indeed rose up from out of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. However, a famine took them out of the land that God had
promised to them. Their temporary home in Egypt became a
permanent dwelling for Abraham’s descendants for some 400 years.
(Genesis 37 - Exodus 2) But God did not remain idle.
Exodus 3:1–20 (NIV)
1
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian,
and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain
of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a
bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses
thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
4
When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within
the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
5
“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where
you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face,
because he was afraid to look at God.
7
The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard
them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their
suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk
and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way
the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring
my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
11
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?”
12
And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who
have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God
on this mountain.”
13
Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall
I tell them?”
14
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I
AM has sent me to you.’ ”
15
God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to
you.’ “This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to
generation.
16
“Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your
fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeared to me and said: I have
watched over you and have seen what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 And I have
promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a land flowing with milk and
honey.’
18
“The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the elders are to go to the
king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let
us take a three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.’
19
But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels
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him. 20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I
will perform among them. After that, he will let you go.
Exodus 12 (NIV)
1
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first
month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the
tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each
household. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you
may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day
of the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at
twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the
doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the
meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 11
This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on
your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover.
12
“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of
both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the
LORD. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see
the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike
Egypt.
14
“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall
celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance. 15 For seven days you are to
eat bread made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for
whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut
off from Israel. 16 On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the
seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food for everyone to
eat; that is all you may do.
17
“Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that I
brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the
generations to come. 25 When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as he
promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your children ask you, ‘What does this
ceremony mean to you?’ 27 then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who
passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck
down the Egyptians.’” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 28 The Israelites
did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron.
1 Peter 1:18–19 (NIV)
18
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you
were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19
but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
How does the Exodus connect to Jesus?
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What is the significance
of the Passover?

After leaving Egypt, God made a point of giving many
instructions to his people including laws that were to stand for all
time, laws that were meant to govern their worship, and laws
that were meant to govern this specific people.
Exodus 20:1–17 (NIV)
1
And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4
“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above
or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for
the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
7
“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold
anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
8
“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all
your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not
do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant,
nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD
made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12
“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the
LORD your God is giving you.
13
“You shall not murder.
14
“You shall not commit adultery.
15
“You shall not steal.
16
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.”

How easy is it to keep
all of these commands?

What does God expect
of us in regards to
keeping his laws?

Deuteronomy 18:13 (NIV)
13
You must be blameless before the LORD your God.
Matthew 5:48 (NIV)
48
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
James 2:10 (NIV)
10
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of
breaking all of it.
Romans 3:19–20 (NIV)
19
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law;
rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.
What is purpose of God’s law? How does that connect with Jesus?
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The Ten Commandments, or the Moral Law (the do’s and don’ts written
on the heart and mind of every human being a.k.a. the conscience), shows
us that we do not keep these laws perfectly. Because we fail at keeping
them, something needed to be done. Read on for the solution that God
gave.
Leviticus 16:1–34 (NIV)
1
The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron who died when
they approached the LORD. 2 The LORD said to Moses: “Tell your brother Aaron that he
is not to come whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place behind the curtain in
front of the atonement cover on the ark, or else he will die. For I will appear in the
cloud over the atonement cover.
3
“This is how Aaron is to enter the Most Holy Place: He must first bring a young
bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He is to put on the sacred linen
tunic, with linen undergarments next to his body; he is to tie the linen sash around him
and put on the linen turban. These are sacred garments; so he must bathe himself with
water before he puts them on. 5 From the Israelite community he is to take two male
goats for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.
6
“Aaron is to offer the bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for himself
and his household. 7 Then he is to take the two goats and present them before the LORD
at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 8 He is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for
the LORD and the other for the scapegoat. 9 Aaron shall bring the goat whose lot falls to
the LORD and sacrifice it for a sin offering. 10 But the goat chosen by lot as the
scapegoat shall be presented alive before the LORD to be used for making atonement by
sending it into the wilderness as a scapegoat.
11
“Aaron shall bring the bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for himself
and his household, and he is to slaughter the bull for his own sin offering. 12 He is to
take a censer full of burning coals from the altar before the LORD and two handfuls of
finely ground fragrant incense and take them behind the curtain. 13 He is to put the
incense on the fire before the LORD, and the smoke of the incense will conceal the
atonement cover above the tablets of the covenant law, so that he will not die. 14 He is to
take some of the bull’s blood and with his finger sprinkle it on the front of the
atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger seven times before the
atonement cover.
15
“He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take its
blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull’s blood: He shall
sprinkle it on the atonement cover and in front of it. 16 In this way he will make
atonement for the Most Holy Place because of the uncleanness and rebellion of the
Israelites, whatever their sins have been. He is to do the same for the tent of meeting,
which is among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 17 No one is to be in the tent of
meeting from the time Aaron goes in to make atonement in the Most Holy Place until he
comes out, having made atonement for himself, his household and the whole community
of Israel.
18
“Then he shall come out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement
for it. He shall take some of the bull’s blood and some of the goat’s blood and put it on
all the horns of the altar. 19 He shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger
seven times to cleanse it and to consecrate it from the uncleanness of the Israelites.
20
“When Aaron has finished making atonement for the Most Holy Place, the tent of
meeting and the altar, he shall bring forward the live goat. 21 He is to lay both hands on
the head of the live goat and confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the
Israelites—all their sins—and put them on the goat’s head. He shall send the goat away
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into the wilderness in the care of someone appointed for the task. 22 The goat will carry
on itself all their sins to a remote place; and the man shall release it in the wilderness.
23
“Then Aaron is to go into the tent of meeting and take off the linen garments he put
on before he entered the Most Holy Place, and he is to leave them there. 24 He shall
bathe himself with water in the sanctuary area and put on his regular garments. Then
he shall come out and sacrifice the burnt offering for himself and the burnt offering for
the people, to make atonement for himself and for the people. 25 He shall also burn the
fat of the sin offering on the altar.
26
“The man who releases the goat as a scapegoat must wash his clothes and bathe
himself with water; afterward he may come into the camp. 27 The bull and the goat for
the sin offerings, whose blood was brought into the Most Holy Place to make
atonement, must be taken outside the camp; their hides, flesh and intestines are to be
burned up. 28 The man who burns them must wash his clothes and bathe himself with
water; afterward he may come into the camp.
29
“This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: On the tenth day of the seventh month
you must deny yourselves and not do any work—whether native-born or a foreigner
residing among you—30 because on this day atonement will be made for you, to cleanse
you. Then, before the LORD, you will be clean from all your sins. 31 It is a day of sabbath
rest, and you must deny yourselves; it is a lasting ordinance. 32 The priest who is
anointed and ordained to succeed his father as high priest is to make atonement. He is
to put on the sacred linen garments 33 and make atonement for the Most Holy Place, for
the tent of meeting and the altar, and for the priests and all the members of the
community.
34
“This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: Atonement is to be made once a year for
all the sins of the Israelites.”
And it was done, as the LORD commanded Moses.
Leviticus 17:11 (NIV)
11
For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make
atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s
life.
Hebrews 10:1–18 (NIV)
1
The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities
themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year
after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not
have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all,
and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual
reminder of sins. 4 It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
5
Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you
did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings
you were not pleased. 7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— I
have come to do your will, my God.’”
8
First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not
desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with
the law. 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first
to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
11
Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and
again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this
priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
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God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by
one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
15
The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 16 “This is the covenant
I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts,
and I will write them on their minds.” 17 Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I
will remember no more.” 18 And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no
longer necessary.
Hebrews 7:11–28 (NIV)
11
If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—and
indeed the law given to the people established that priesthood—why was there still need
for another priest to come, one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron?
12
For when the priesthood is changed, the law must be changed also. 13 He of whom
these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever
served at the altar. 14 For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard
to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 15 And what we have said is even more
clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, 16 one who has become a priest not on
the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an
indestructible life. 17 For it is declared: “You are a priest forever, in the order of
Melchizedek.”
18
The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless 19 (for the law
made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.
20
And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, 21 but he
became a priest with an oath when God said to him: “The Lord has sworn and will not
change his mind: ‘You are a priest forever.’” 22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become
the guarantor of a better covenant.
23
Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from
continuing in office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.
25
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because
he always lives to intercede for them.
26
Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart
from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not
need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the
people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law
appoints as high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the
law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.
Hebrews 4:14–16 (NIV)
14
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of need.
Hebrews 3:1 (NIV)
1
Fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest.
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John 5:46 (NIV)
46
If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.
Deuteronomy 18:17–19 (NIV)
17
The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet
like you from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He
will tell them everything I command him. 19 I myself will call to account anyone who
does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name.

Even though the
Israelites didn’t have
the book of Hebrews
like we do, what
promise did God give
them to look for?

How did the Old Testament priests and sacrifices point to Jesus?

Sadly, these Old Testament laws were woefully neglected, even
immediately after being given. Although God brought the
decendants of Jacob, the Israelites, to the Promised Land of
Canaan, they continued to be disobedient. Yet, there were always
those who were faithful to God. Let’s see Jesus’ story advance
through a promise made to King David.
2 Samuel 7:1–17 (NIV)
1
After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of
cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”
3
Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the
LORD is with you.”
4
But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying: 5 “Go and tell my
servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to
dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of
Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7
Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom
I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?”’
8
“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you
from the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel.
9
I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from
before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men on
earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they
can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not
oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time
I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your
enemies.
“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 12
When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your
offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13
He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I
will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 15
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But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I
removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before
me; your throne will be established forever.’”
17
Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.
Matthew 12:42 (NIV)
42
The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn
it; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now
something greater than Solomon is here.

What is the point of
Jesus’ words in
Matthew 12:42?

What new element to Jesus’ history gets added with God’s promise to King David?

David’s successor, his son Solomon, did build a house for God - a
beautiful temple. However, Solomon and his descendants died. They
did not reign forever. The Promised Seed had not yet come. See what
other prophets of God revealed about Jesus’ coming.
Micah 5:2–5 (NIV)
2
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of
old, from ancient times.” 3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she
who is in labor bears a son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4
He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the
name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach
to the ends of the earth. 5 And he will be our peace when the Assyrians invade our land
and march through our fortresses. We will raise against them seven shepherds, even
eight commanders,
Isaiah 7:1–4, 7, 10-14 (NIV)
1
When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, was king of Judah, King Rezin of
Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against Jerusalem,
but they could not overpower it.
2
Now the house of David was told, “Aram has allied itself with Ephraim”; so the
hearts of Ahaz and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are shaken by the
wind.
3
Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out, you and your son Shear-Jashub, to meet
Ahaz at the end of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the Launderer’s
Field. 4 Say to him, ‘Be careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid. Do not lose heart
because of these two smoldering stubs of firewood—because of the fierce anger of
Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah.
7
Yet this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “‘It will not take place, it will not happen,
10
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in
the deepest depths or in the highest heights.”
12
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.”
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What details does
Micah give us about
this ruler?

What sign does God say
he will give to prove
the deliverance that he
will give?

13

Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the
patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will
call him Immanuel.
Isaiah 52:13–53:12 (NIV)
13
See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 14
Just as there were many who were appalled at him— his appearance was so disfigured
beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond human likeness— 15 so he
will sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what
they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will understand.
1
Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been
revealed?
2
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He
had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should
desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar
with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held
him in low esteem.
4
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished
by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and
by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has
turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
7
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his
mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation
protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my
people he was punished. 9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich
in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10
Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the
LORD makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 11 After he has suffered, he will see the
light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.
Daniel 9:1–19 (NIV)
1
In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler
over the Babylonian kingdom—2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood
from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet,
that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 3 So I turned to the Lord God
and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.
4
I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: “Lord, the great and awesome God,
who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 5
we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have
turned away from your commands and laws. 6 We have not listened to your servants the
prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and to
all the people of the land.
7
“Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the people of
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the
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What details does
Isaiah add that we
haven’t heard before?

countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 8 We and
our kings, our princes and our ancestors are covered with shame, LORD, because we
have sinned against you. 9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we
have rebelled against him; 10 we have not obeyed the LORD our God or kept the laws he
gave us through his servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and
turned away, refusing to obey you.
“Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant
of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you. 12 You have
fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing on us great
disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been done like what has been done
to Jerusalem. 13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come on
us, yet we have not sought the favor of the LORD our God by turning from our sins and
giving attention to your truth. 14 The LORD did not hesitate to bring the disaster on us,
for the LORD our God is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him.
15
“Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have
done wrong. 16 Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and
your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our
ancestors have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around
us.
17
“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake,
Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, our God, and hear; open
your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make
requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 19 Lord,
listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not delay, because
your city and your people bear your Name.”

What has Israel’s history taught you about Jesus Christ?
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Why is Daniel so
confident in his prayer
for God to deliver his
people?
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The Offspring Arrives!
Thousands of years have passed since Adam and Eve were first promised
that the offspring who would come from them and crush Satan the serpent.
Now it’s time to actually see the one called “Jesus” enter into the world. His
birth and his ministry is announced by another miraculous child.
Malachi 4:5–6 (NIV)
5
“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the
LORD comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of
the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total
destruction.”
Luke 1:5–17 (NIV)
5
In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of
Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s
commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless because Elizabeth was
not able to conceive, and they were both very old.
8
Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before
God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the
temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense
came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.
11
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of
incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But
the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and
delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be
filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the
people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit
and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.”
Matthew 3:1–3 (NIV)
1
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was
spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”

As the Old Testament
closes with the book of
Malachi, what promise
did God give his
people?

What does Gabriel say
about this child John
that Elizabeth and
Zechariah will have?

What was John’s
ministry?

John 1:29–30 (NIV)
29
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man
who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’
Matthew 11:12–15 (NIV)
12
From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been
subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it. 13 For all the Prophets
and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah
who was to come. 15 Whoever has ears, let them hear.
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What does Jesus
himself say about John?

How does John fit into the picture of Jesus?

The birth of Jesus is a classic told every Christmas. While we may
know that story pretty well, maybe as we read about his birth this time
we will see all the history and the prophecies come together to give us
that wonderful picture of Jesus’ birth.
Luke 1:26–38 (NIV)
26
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her
and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor
with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants
forever; his kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel,
“since I am a virgin?”
35
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36
Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever
fail.”
38
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Then the angel left her.
Matthew 1:18–25 (NIV)
18
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the
law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce
her quietly.
20
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their
sins.”
22
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which
means “God with us”).
24
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and
took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave
birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
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How many prophecies
do you see fulfilled
when Gabriel
announces to Mary she
will be the mother of
Jesus?

What does Matthew
add to the completed
prophecies about who
Jesus is?

Luke 2:1–20 (NIV)
1
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.
4
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there
to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.
6
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because
there was no guest room available for them.
8
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.
20
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard
and seen, which were just as they had been told.

How does a completely
unrelated census serve
God’s purpose?

Why do the details about Jesus’ birth matter so much?

Even with all these prophecies from God’s Word about how Jesus would
come into the world, his work was far from over. Read the following
passages to see how Jesus immediately goes about his work.
Luke 2:21–24, 39-40 (NIV)
21
On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus,
the name the angel had given him before he was conceived. 22 When the time came for
the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping
with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”
39
When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.
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Why record the infant
Jesus following Old
Testament laws?

Luke 2:41–42, 51-52 (NIV)
41
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 42
When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom.
51
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and man.
Matthew 3:13–17 (NIV)
13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John
tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15
Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John consented.
16
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven
was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
17
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.”
Matthew 4:1–11 (NIV)
1
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and
said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
4
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
5
Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the
temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
7
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”
8
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow
down and worship me.”
10
Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your
God, and serve him only.’”
11
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
1 Peter 2:22 (NIV)
22
“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

Why are these accounts important in the life and work of Jesus?
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Even though roughly 18
years are missing
concerning Jesus’ life,
what do we know
about those years?

Why was Jesus
baptized?

As Jesus was beginning
his earthly ministry, he
had this showdown
with Satan. What does
this show us about
him?

Finally, how well did
Jesus do at the
perfection deal?

Jesus Confirms His Identity
We have already seen Jesus’ perfection, perfection that was being
done already when he was an infant. He did many other things as
well.
Matthew 4:23–25 (NIV)
23
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News
about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with
various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having
seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.

What was a majority of
Jesus’ ministry?

Matthew 9:35 (NIV)
35
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.

We will come back to Jesus’ teachings later on in this course. For right
now, though, let’s look to see why Jesus did so many miracles.
John 2:1–11 (NIV)
1
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there,
2
and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was
gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4
“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
5
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned
into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had
drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone
brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too
much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11
What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
Mark 2:1–12 (NIV)
1
A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he
had come home. 2 They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not
even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to
him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus
because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through
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What was the result of
Jesus’ first miracle?

What did Jesus show
about himself through
his miracles in this
account from Mark 2?

it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said
to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
6
Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why
does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God
alone?”
8
Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their
hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to
say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat
and walk’? 10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”
12
He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone
and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
Mark 4:35–41 (NIV)
35
That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other
side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat.
There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke
over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a
cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we
drown?”
39
He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the
wind died down and it was completely calm.
40
He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
41
They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the
waves obey him!”
John 10:24–38 (NIV)
24
The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us
in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25
Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my
Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.
27
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal
life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father,
who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my
Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
31
Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them,
“I have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone
me?”
33
“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy,
because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written
in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods” ’? 35 If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the
word of God came—and Scripture cannot be set aside—36 what about the one whom the
Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of
blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe me unless I do the works
of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works,
that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.”
Why did Jesus do miracles?
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Even when the disciples
saw Jesus’ miracles
firsthand, what did
they have a hard time
accepting?

Jesus wasn’t shy about
telling people who he
was. How did he back
up his claim?

There are some 37 miracles recorded in the Bible as being done by
Jesus. There are many more miracles, though. In fact, the Apostle
John says that Jesus did many other things as well and if every
one of them were written down, the world may not have enough
room for all the books written. Here are Jesus’ miracles:
37 Miracles of Jesus
#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Miracle
Jesus Turns Water into Wine
Jesus Heals an Official's Son
Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit
Jesus Heals Peter's Mother-in-Law
Jesus Heals Many Sick at Evening
First Miraculous Catch of Fish
Jesus Cleanses a Man With Leprosy
Jesus Heals a Centurion's Servant
Jesus Heals a Paralytic
Jesus Heals a Man's Withered Hand
Jesus Raises a Widow's Son in Nain
Jesus Calms a Storm
Jesus Casts Demons into a Herd of Pigs
Jesus Heals a Woman in the Crowd
Jesus Raises Jairus' Daughter to Life

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men
Jesus Heals a Man Unable to Speak
Jesus Heals an Invalid at Bethesda
Jesus Feeds 5,000
Jesus Walks on Water
Jesus Heals Many Sick in Gennesaret
Jesus Heals a Gentile Woman's Demon-Possessed Daughter
Jesus Heals a Deaf and Dumb Man
Jesus Feeds 4,000
Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
Jesus Heals a Boy with a Demon
Miraculous Temple Tax in a Fish's Mouth
Jesus Heals a Blind, Mute Demoniac
Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman
Jesus Heals a Man With Dropsy on the Sabbath
Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead
Jesus Restores Sight to Bartimaeus
Jesus Withers the Fig Tree
Jesus Heals a Servant's Severed Ear
Second Miraculous Catch of Fish

Matthew

Mark

Luke

8:14-15
8:16-17

1:21-27
1:29-31
1:32-34

4:31-36
4:38-39
4:40-41
5:1-11
5:12-14
7:1-10
5:17-12
6:6-11
7:11-17
8:22-25
8:26-39
8:42-48
8:40-42,
49-56

8:1-4
8:5-13
9:1-8
12:9-14

1:40-45

8:23-27
8:28-33
9:20-22
9:18,
23-26
9:27-31
9:32-34

4:35-41
5:1-20
5:25-34
5:21-24,
35-43

14:13-21
14:22-33
14:34-36
5:21-28

6:30-44
6:45-52
6:53-56
7:24-30
7:31-37
8:1-13
8:22-26

9:10-17

17:14-20
17:24-27
12:22-23

9:14-29

9:37-43

20:29-34
21:18:22

10:46-52
11:12-14

15:32-39
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Jesus Christ Crucified
Why are there four gospels, four different ways of telling about
Jesus’ life on earth? It’s not because they couldn’t agree on the
details. No, quite the opposite. There are four accounts to
emphasize different things, but they all teach us the same thing:
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse
for us.” (Galatians 3:13) In getting to the heart of Jesus Christ and
him crucified, let’s consider a harmony of the gospels regarding his
crucifixion - all four gospel accounts put together chronologically.
Jesus’ Readiness to Suffer and Die
Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching. Jesus
said to His disciples, “As you know, the Passover is two days away - and the Son of Man will be
handed over to be crucified.”
Then the chief priests, the teachers of the Law, and the elders of the people assembled
in the palace of the High Priest, whose name was Caiaphas. They plotted to arrest Jesus in
some sly way and kill Him. “But not during the Feast,” they said, “or there may be a riot
among the people.”
Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. Judas went to the chief
priests and the officers of the Temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray
Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give him money. Judas asked, “What are you willing
to give me if I hand Him over to you?” They counted out for him thirty silver coins. He
consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was
present.
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice
the Passover lamb, Jesus sent two of His disciples, Peter and John, saying, “Go and make
preparations for us to eat the Passover.”
“Where do You want us to prepare for it?” they asked.
He replied, “Go into the city. As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will
meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters. Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The
Teacher says, My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with My
disciples at your house. Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with My
disciples? He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us
there.”
The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So
the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.
In the evening at the proper hour, Jesus and His Apostles reclined at the table. And
He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell
you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”
A dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority
over them are given the title Benefactor. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest
among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who
is greater? The one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the
table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by Me in My
trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, just as My Father conferred one on Me, so that you may
eat and drink at My table in My kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.”
It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to
leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He now
showed them the full extent of His love.
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The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas
Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His
power, and that He had come from God and was returning to God, so He got up from the meal,
took off His outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around His waist. After that, He poured water
into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped
around Him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, are You going to wash my
feet?”
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will
understand.”
“No,” said Peter, “You shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.”
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as
well.”
Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole
body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For He knew who was going to
betray Him, and that was why He said not every one was clean.
When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and returned to His
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” He asked them. “You call Me ‘Teacher;
and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you
should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor
is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Once you know these things, you will be
blessed if you do them.”
Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I
tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine from now until that day when I drink it
anew with you in My Father’s kingdom. I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have
chosen. But this is to fulfill the Scripture; ‘He who shares My bread has lifted up his heel
against Me. I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will
believe that I am He. I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts Me; and
whoever accepts Me accepts the One who sent Me.”
Jesus’ Agony of Soul in Gethsemane
After Jesus had said this, He was deeply troubled and testified, “I tell you the truth,
one of you will betray Me - one who is eating with Me. The hand of him who is going to betray
Me is with Mine on the table.”
His disciples were very sad. They stared at one another, At a loss to know which of
them He meant, and began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would
do this. One after the other they began to say to Him, “Surely not I, Lord?”
Jesus replied, “It is one of the Twelve. The one who has dipped his hand into the
bowl with Me will betray Me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about Him. But woe to
that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”
The disciple whom Jesus loved was reclining next to Him. Simon Peter motioned to
this disciple and said, “Ask Him which one He means.”
Leaning back against Jesus, he asked Him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is
the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping
the piece of bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.
Then Judas, the one who would betray Him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?”
Jesus answered, “Yes, it is you.” As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into
him. “What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus told him, but no one at the meal understood
why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was
telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor. As soon as
Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.
When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified
in Him. If God is glorified in Him, then God will glorify the Son in Himself, and will glorify
Him at once.”
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While they were eating, Jesus took bread on the night He was betrayed, gave thanks,
and broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat: this is My body which is given
for you; do this in remembrance of Me.
In the same way, after the supper He took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” They all
drank from it.
“My little children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for Me, and
just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. A new
commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
All man will know that you are My disciples if you love one another.”
Simon Peter asked Him, “Lord, where are You going?”
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”
Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow You now? I will lay down my life for You.”
Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for Me? Simon, Simon,
Satan has asked to sift you all as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may
not fail. And when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brothers.”
But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with You to prison and to death.”
Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will
deny three times that you know Me.”
Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you without purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack
anything?”
“Nothing,” they answered.
He said to them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you
don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. It is written: ‘And He was numbered with the
transgressors’; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in Me. Yes, what is written about Me is
reaching its fulfillment.”
The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.”
“That is enough,” He replied.
When Jesus had finished praying, and they had sung a hymn, He went out as usual to
the Mount of Olives, and His disciples followed Him.
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of Me, for it
is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I
have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”
Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of You, I never will.”
“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “today yes, tonight - before the rooster crows
twice you yourself will disown Me three times.”
But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with You, I will never disown
You.” And all the others said the same.
Then Jesus went with His disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side
there was an olive grove, a place called Gethsemane. Jesus and His disciples went into it. Now
Judas, who betrayed Him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with His disciples.
On reaching the place, Jesus said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and
pray. Pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
James and John, along with Him and began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then He said to
them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch
with Me.” He withdrew about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and fell on the ground and prayed
that if possible the hour might pass from Him. “Abba, Father,” He said, “everything is possible
for you. Take this cup from Me. Yet not what I will, but what You will. Not My will, but Yours be
done.”
When He rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, He found them asleep,
exhausted from sorrow. “Simon,” He said to Peter, “are you asleep? Could you men not keep
watch with Me for one hour? Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit
is willing, but the body is weak.”
He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup
to be taken away unless I drink it, may Your will be done.”
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When He came back, He again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.
They did not know what to say to Him. So he left them and went away once more and prayed the
third time, saying the same thing. An angel from heaven appeared to Him and strengthened
Him. And being in anguish, He prayed more earnestly, and His sweat was like drops of blood
falling to the ground.
Returning to the disciples the third time, He said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise,
let us go! Here comes My betrayer!”
Jesus Before the Sanhedrin
While He was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived, guiding a detachment
of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches,
lanterns, and weapons. With Him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from
the chief priests, the teachers of the Law, and elders of the people. Judas was leading them.
Jesus knowing all that was going to happen to Him, went out and asked them, “Who
is it you want?’
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.
“I am He,” Jesus said. Judas the traitor was standing there with them. When Jesus
said, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
Again He asked them, “Who is it you want?”
And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
“I told you that I am He,” Jesus answered. “If you are looking for Me, then let these
men go.” This happened so that the words He had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost
one of those You gave me.”
Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them. “The one I kiss is the man; arrest
Him and lead Him away under guard.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas approached Jesus to kiss
Him and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him.
Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss? Friend, do
what you came for.”
Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested Him. When Jesus’ followers
saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” One of
Jesus’ companions, Simon Peter, reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of
the High Priest, cutting off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus.
“No more of this! Put your sword back into its sheath,” Jesus said to him, “for all
who draw the sword will die by the sword. Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given Me?
Do you think I cannot call on My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than
twelve legions of angels? But how, then, would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must
happen in this way?” And He touched the man’s ear and healed him.
At that time Jesus said to the crowd, the chief Priests, the officers of the Temple
guard, and the elders, who had come for Him, “Am I leading a rebellion; that you have come
out with swords and clubs to capture Me? Every day I sat in the Temple courts teaching, and
you did not lay a hand on Me. But this is your hour - when darkness reigns! This has all taken
place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” All the disciples deserted Him and
fled.
Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested
Jesus. They bound Him and took Him away.
A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they
seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.
They brought Jesus first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the High
Priest that year. Then they took him to Caiaphas, the High Priest, where the chief priests,
elders, and teachers of the people had assembled. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the
Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people.
Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was
known to the High Priest, he went with Jesus into the High Priest’s courtyard, but Peter had to
wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the High Priest, came back,
spoke to the girl on duty there, and brought Peter in. It was cold, and the servants and officials
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stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter entered and sat down with the guards to
see the outcome.
One of the servant girls of the High Priest on duty at the door came by. When she saw
Peter seated there in the firelight warming himself she looked closely at him and said, “You
also were with that Nazarene, Jesus. Are you not another of that man’s disciples?”
He replied, “Girl, I am not. I don’t know Him. I don’t know or understand what
you’re talking about.” Simon Peter went out into the entryway and the rooster crowed.
A little later, when the servant girl again saw him there, she said to those standing
around, “This fellow is one of them.” Someone else saw him and said, “You are one of them.”
Again he denied it, with an oath, “I am not! I don’t know the man!”
About an hour later, another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with Him, for he is
a Galilean.” Those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them, for
your accent gives you away.” One of the High Priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose
ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with Him in the olive grove?”
Then Peter began to call down curses on himself, and he swore to them, “I don’t
know this man you’re talking about.” Just as he was speaking the rooster crowed. And the Lord
turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to
him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside,
broke down, and wept bitterly.
Now Annas had sent Him, still bound, to Caiaphas the High Priest.
The High Priest questioned Jesus about His disciples and His teaching.
“I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues
or at the Temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question Me?
Ask those who heard Me. Surely they know what I said.”
When Jesus had said this, one of the officials nearby struck Him in the face. “Is that
any way to answer the High Priest?” he demanded.
“If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “speak up about it. But if I spoke the
truth, why did you hit Me?”
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so
that they could put Him to death, but they did not find any. Many testified falsely against Him,
but their statements did not agree.
Finally two came forward and declared, “We heard Him say, I am able to destroy the
temple of God and rebuild it in three days. I will destroy this manmade temple and in three days
will build another, not made by man.” Yet even then their testimony did not agree.
Then the High Priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are You not going to
answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against You?” But Jesus remained
silent and gave no answer.
Again the High Priest asked Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One? I
charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God.”
“I am,” said Jesus, “it is as you say. But I say to all of you: In the future you will see
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of
heaven.”
Then the High Priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do
we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”
“He is worthy of death,” they answered.
Some began to spit at Him. They blindfolded Him, and struck Him with their fists.
Others slapped Him and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?” The men who were
guarding Jesus began to mock and to beat Him and to say many other insulting things to Him.
Jesus Before Pilate
Very early in the morning, at daybreak, the chief priests with the elders, the teachers
of the Law, and the whole Sanhedrin met together, and Jesus was led before them. “If You are
the Christ,” they said, “tell us.”
Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe Me, and if I asked you, you would
not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty
God.”
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They all asked, “Are You then the Son of God?”
He replied, “You are right in saying I am.”
Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from His
own lips.”
The whole assembly rose. They bound Jesus and led Him from Caiaphas to the
palace of the Roman governor and handed Him over to Pontius Pilate, the governor.
When Judas, who betrayed Him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with
remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,”
he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” "What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your
responsibility.” So Judas threw the money into the Temple and left. Then he went away and
hanged himself.
The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the Law to put this into
the treasury, since it is blood money.” So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field
as a burial place for foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day.
Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled. “They took the thirty silver coins,
the price set on Him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the
Lord commanded me.”
By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not
enter the palace. They wanted to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and
asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?”
“If He were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed Him over to
you.”
Pilate said, “Take Him yourselves and judge Him by your own law.”
“But we have no right to execute anyone,” the Jews objected. This happened so that
the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death He was going to die would be fulfilled.
Then the chief priests and elders began to accuse Him, saying, “We have found this
man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a
king.”
Pilate then went back inside the palace and summoned Jesus. Jesus stood before the
governor, and the governor asked Him, “Are You the king of the Jews?”
“Is that your idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about Me?”
“Do You think I am a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was Your people and Your chief
priests who handed You over to me. What is it You have done?”
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, My servants would fight to
prevent My arrest by the Jews. But now My kingdom is from another place.”
"You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was
born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth
listens to Me.”
“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out to the Jews, and announced to
the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.”
The chief priests and elders accused Jesus of many things. Pilate asked Him, “Don’t
You hear how many things they are accusing You of?" Jesus gave no answer. So again Pilate
asked Him, “Aren’t You going to answer?” But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single
charge - to the great amazement of the governor.
The chief priests and elders insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by His
teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.”
On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus
was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.
When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been
wanting to see Him perform some miracle. He plied Him with many questions, but Jesus gave
him no answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the Law were standing there, vehemently
accusing Him. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked Him. Dressing Him in an
elegant robe, they sent Him back to Pilate. That day Herod and Pilate became friends - before
this they had been enemies.
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Jesus Condemned to Death
Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them,
“You brought me this man as One who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined
Him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against Him. Neither has
Herod, for he sent Him back to us. As you can see, He has done nothing to deserve death.
Therefore, I will punish Him and then release Him.”
Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the
crowd. A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed
murder in the uprising. The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.
So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate said to them, “It is your custom for me to release to
you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Which of the two do you want me to release to
you? Barabbas, or Jesus, the King of the Jews, who is called Christ?” Pilate knew it was out of
envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him.
While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t
have anything to do with that innocent man, because I have suffered a great deal today in a
dream on account of Him.” But the chief priests and the elders stirred up the crowd and
persuaded them to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.
“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.
With one voice they cried out, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” Now
Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion.
Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again, “What shall I do, then, with
Jesus, who is called Christ, the one you call the king of the Jews?”
“Crucify Him!” they shouted, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”
For a third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I
have found in Him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore, I will have Him punished and
then release Him.” But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify Him!” and their shouts prevailed.
Then Pilate took Jesus and had Him flogged. The soldiers led Jesus away into the
palace of the governor, the Praetorium, and called together the whole company of soldiers.
They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on him, wove a crown of thorns and set it on His
head, put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of Him worshipping. They spit on Him,
struck Him in the face, and took the staff and struck Him on the head again and again. They
mocked Him and began to call out to Him; “Hail, King of the Jews!”
Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing Him out to
you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against Him." When Jesus came out
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”
As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw Him, they shouted, “Crucify!
Crucify!”
But Pilate answered, “You take Him and crucify Him. As for me, I find no basis for a
charges against Him.” The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law He must
die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.”
When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace.
“Where do You come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. “Do You refuse to
speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t You realize I have power either to free You or to crucify
You?”
Jesus answered, “You have no power over Me that was not given to you from above.
Therefore the one who handed Me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”
From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If you let this
man go, you are no friend of Caesar’s. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”
When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a
place known as The Stone Pavement, which in Aramaic is Gabbatha. It was the day of
Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour.
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
But they shouted, “Take Him away! Take Him away! Crucify Him!”
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief
priests answered.
When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was
starting, Pilate granted their demand, wanting to satisfy the crowd. He took water and washed
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his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said, “it is your
responsibility!”
All the people answered, “Let His blood be on us and on our children!”
Then he released Barabbas, the man who had been thrown into prison for
insurrection and murder, and had Jesus flogged. He then surrendered Jesus to their will to be
crucified.
The soldiers of the governor took off the purple robe and put His own clothes on Him.
Then they led Him out to crucify Him. Carrying His own cross, He went out to the Place of the
Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha.
As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, the father of
Alexander and Rufus. He was passing by on his way in from the country. They seized him, and
put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.
A large number of people followed Jesus, including women who mourned and wailed
for Him. Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me; weep
for yourselves and for your children. For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the
barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then, ‘They will
say to the mountains: Fall on us; and to the hills: Cover us!’ For if men do these things when
the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
Jesus' Death on the Cross
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with Him to be executed. They
brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means The Place of the Skull. And they
offered Him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, He refused to drink it.
It was the third hour when they crucified Him, along with the criminals - one on His
right, the other on His left, and Jesus in the middle. Thus the Scripture was fulfilled which says,
“He was counted with the lawless ones.” Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they are doing.”
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened above His head on the cross. The written
charge against Him read, Jesus Of Nazareth, The King Of The Jews. The sign was written in
Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was
crucified was near the city. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The
King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”
Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written."
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took His clothes, dividing them into four
shares, one for each of them. They cast lots to see what each would get. The undergarment
remained. It was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. “Let’s not tear it,” they said
to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the Scripture might be
fulfilled which said, “They divided My garments among themselves and cast lots for My
clothing.” So this is what the soldiers did. And sitting down, they kept watch over Him there.
The people too stood watching. Those who passed by hurled insults at Him, shaking
their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the Temple and build it in three
days, come down from the cross and save Yourself! Come down from the cross, if You are the
Son of God!” Even the rulers sneered at Him. In the same way the chief priests and the teachers
of the Law mocked Him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but He can’t save
Himself! Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see
and believe. He trusts in God. Let God rescue Him now if He wants Him, for He said, ‘I am the
Son of God.’” In the same way the robbers who were crucified with Him heaped insults on
Him. The soldiers also came up and mocked Him. They offered Him wine vinegar and said, “If
You are the king of the Jews, save Yourself!”
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at Him: “Aren’t You the Christ?
Save Yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said,
“Since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me
when You come into Your kingdom.”
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise.”
Near the cross of Jesus stood His mother, His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Cleopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw His mother there, and the disciple whom He
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loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is
your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. It was now about the
sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped
shining.
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?” - which means, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” When some of
those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”
Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”
A jar of wine vinegar was there. Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He
filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. But the rest said,
“Leave Him alone now. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save Him and take Him down.”
When He had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”
Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit My
spirit.” When He said this, He bowed His head and gave up His life.
At that moment the curtain of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The
earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who
had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection, they
went into the Holy City and appeared to many people.
The centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, and those with him who were
guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and all that had happened. They were terrified, yet they
praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man. Surely He was the Son of God!”
When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they
beat their breasts and went away. But all those who knew Him, stood at a distance. They
included many women who had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for His needs, among them
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and Joseph, and Salome the mother of
Zebedee’s sons. Many other women who had come up with Him to Jerusalem were also there.
Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath.
Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked
Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and
broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other.
But when they came to Jesus and found that He was already dead, they did not break
His legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of
blood and water.
The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he
tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may have faith. These things happened so that
the Scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of His bones will be broken,” and as another
Scripture says, “They will look on the One they have pierced.”
Jesus' Burial
Later, as evening approached on the Preparation Day, that is, the day before the
Sabbath, there came a man named Joseph, a rich man from the Judean town of Arimathea, also
a prominent member of the Council, who had not consented to their decision and action. He
was a good, upright man who was waiting for the kingdom of God, and he was a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly, because he feared the Jews.
Going to Pilate, he asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that He
was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he
had learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. Joseph took the body
down and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, which he had bought.
He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’
body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with
Jewish burial customs.
At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new
tomb cut out of rock in which no one had ever been laid. They laid Jesus there because it was
nearby and also because it was the Jewish Day of Preparation and the Sabbath was about to
begin. The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb
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and how His body was laid in it. Joseph rolled a big stone in front of the entrance of the tomb
and went away. The women went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on
the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.
The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went
to Pilate. “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while He was still alive that impostor said, ‘After
three days I will rise again.’. So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third
day. Otherwise, His disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that He has been
raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first!”
“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.”
So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting a guard.

Why is Jesus’ crucifixion so important?
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Jesus Christ Exalted
Jesus’ crucifixion was the culmination of the suffering that he
needed to endure in order to pay for our sins. However, Jesus’ work
was not done there. What happened next is just as important as his
crucifixion.
Matthew 28:1–15 (NIV)
1
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to look at the tomb.
2
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven
and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that
they shook and became like dead men.
5
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for
Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see
the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the
dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told
you.”
8
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell
his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him,
clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
11
While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and
reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had
met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13
telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away
while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep
you out of trouble.” 15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed.
And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.
John 20:19–31 (NIV)
19
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with
the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you
forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven.”
24
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
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Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Jesus performed many other signs in
the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.
1 Corinthians 15:1–28 (NIV)
1
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you,
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are
saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in
vain.
3
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the
Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters
at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also,
as to one abnormally born.
9
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and
his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I,
but the grace of God that was with me. 11 Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we
preach, and this is what you believed.
12
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of
you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the
dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our
preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be
false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from
the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead
are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied.
20
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead
comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
23
But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to
him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father
after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he
has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For
he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that “everything” has been
put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything
under Christ. 28 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him
who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.
Why is Easter a vital component of Jesus’ story?
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As awesome as Easter is, that wasn’t even the end of Jesus’ work. He did
more still. Read the following passages to see what else Jesus
accomplished after his resurrection from the dead.
1 Peter 3:18–20 (NIV)
18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being
made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—20 to those who
were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark
was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water,

The teaching that Jesus
descended into hell is
gathered from this 1
Peter and Colossians
passage. Why did Jesus
do this?

Colossians 2:13–15 (NIV)
13
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of
our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it
away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
Acts 1:1–11 (NIV)
1
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to
them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he
was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
6
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.”
9
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from
their sight.
10
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven,
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
John 14:25–26; 16:5-16 (NIV)
25
“All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of
everything I have said to you.
5
but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you
going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these things. 7 But very
truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove
the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin,
because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the
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Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of
this world now stands condemned.
12
“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the
Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own;
he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will
glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me
what he will make known to you.” 16 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see
me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.”
John 14:1–6 (NIV)
1
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am
going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the
way to the place where I am going.”
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we
know the way?”
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.
Daniel 7:13–14 (NIV)
13
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man,
coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into
his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and
peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that
will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

What reason does Jesus
give here as to why he
is returning to the
Father?

What does it mean that
Jesus is sitting at God’s
right hand?

Ephesians 1:18–23 (NIV)
18
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know
the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy
people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same
as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and
dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the
one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head
over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.
1 Timothy 2:3–6 (NIV)
3
This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between
God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all people.
This has now been witnessed to at the proper time.

What is one of the
things Jesus is doing for
us at God’s right hand?

Jesus descent into hell, his ascension into heaven, his sitting at the right hand - why
do these things matter when talking about Jesus?
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The Legacy of Jesus Christ
We have seen the purpose and life of Jesus, but there is more.
Jesus taught us how to live on this earth as his disciples. There is
more for us to learn. As he told his disciples, “Go and make
disciples of nations, baptizing them, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) Let’s
find out about what’s included in that everything.
Sin & Judgment
Mark 7:1–23 (NIV)
1
The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem
gathered around Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were
defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give
their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4 When they
come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many
other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees
and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to the
tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”
6
He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is
written: “‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7
They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’ 8 You have let go of
the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.”
9
And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in
order to observe your own traditions! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and
mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.’ 11 But
you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or
mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)—12 then you no longer let them do anything
for their father or mother. 13 Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you
have handed down. And you do many things like that.”
14
Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and
understand this. 15 Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather,
it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.” 16
17
After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about
this parable. 18 “Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a
person from the outside can defile them? 19 For it doesn’t go into their heart but into
their stomach, and then out of the body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods
clean.) 20 He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is
from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft,
murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.
23
All these evils come from inside and defile a person.”
Matthew 18:15–18 (NIV)
15
“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of
you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one
or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or
three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to
listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18 Truly I
tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
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Matthew 7:1–5 (NIV)
1
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others,
you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3 “Why do
you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank
in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your
eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the
plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’s eye.
Mark 10:17–27 (NIV)
17
As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him.
“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone.
19
You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery,
you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your
father and mother.’”
20
“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
21
Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then
come, follow me.”
22
At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23
Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter
the kingdom of God!”
24
The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard
it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
26
The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be
saved?”
27
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all
things are possible with God.”
Romans 3:19–20 (NIV)
19
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law;
rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.

Why do we need to know what Jesus taught about sin and judging?
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What measure are we
to use as we confront
sin?

Why did Jesus answer
this man the way that
he did? What’s missing
from the
commandments he
lists?

Ultimately, perfection
only has one source.
What is it?

What is the point of
God’s laws?

Salvation, Faith, & Works
John 3:14–18 (NIV)
14
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted
up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed
in the name of God’s one and only Son.
Romans 5:8 (NIV)
8
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

How is anyone saved
from condemnation
from God?

What prompted God to
die for us?

Isaiah 43:25 (NIV)
25
“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and
remembers your sins no more.”
Ezekiel 36:25–27 (NIV)
25
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all
your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new
spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27
And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to
keep my laws.
Jeremiah 31:31–34 (NIV)
31
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with
the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD.
33
“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares
the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their
God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to
one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to
the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will
remember their sins no more.”
Isaiah 45:8 (NIV)
8
“You heavens above, rain down my righteousness; let the clouds shower it down.
Let the earth open wide, let salvation spring up, let righteousness flourish with it; I, the
LORD, have created it.”
Romans 10:17 (NIV)
17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard
through the word about Christ.
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How does someone
come to believe in Jesus
as their Savior and thus
inherit eternal life with
him?

Ephesians 2:1–10 (NIV)
1
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air,
the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up
with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9 not by works, so that no
one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
James 2:14–18 (NIV)
14
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and
daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but
does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
18
But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.
John 15:1–8, 16 (NIV)
1
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be
even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like
a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into
the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
16
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will
give you.
Matthew 25:31–46 (NIV)
31
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit
on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
33
He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came
to visit me.’
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Although faith is not a
work, what always
accompanies it?

How does John 15 with
the James 2?

How does God judge at
the end of the world?
How does that work
with the previous
verses we read?

37

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?’
40
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
41
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave
me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger
and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and
in prison and you did not look after me.’
44
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
45
“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of
these, you did not do for me.’
46
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
What is the relationship between salvation, faith, and works, and what does it have
to do with Jesus?

Sacraments
✓ Instituted by Christ
✓ Combines the Word of God with an earthly element
✓ Offers and gives the forgiveness of sins and thus eternal life in heaven
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Matthew 28:16–20 (NIV)
16
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told
them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus
came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
John 3:1–7 (NIV)
1
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are
doing if God were not with him.”
3
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they
are born again.”
4
“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
5
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’
Titus 3:3–7 (NIV)
3
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one
another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us,
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out
on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his
grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

What did Jesus
command his followers
to do after his
resurrection?

How does Jesus
describe baptism?

What does baptism
actually do for us?

Galatians 3:26–27 (NIV)
26
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Acts 2:38 (NIV)
38
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Mark 16:16 (NIV)
16
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will
be condemned.
How does Jesus make baptism important?
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Will someone be
condemned if he is not
baptized?

Matthew 26:17–29 (NIV)
17
On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus
and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”
18
He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My
appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your
house.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.
20
When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while
they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”
22
They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t
mean me, Lord?”
23
Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray
me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who
betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”
25
Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me,
Rabbi?”
Jesus answered, “You have said so.”
26
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke
it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”
27
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine
from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

What did Jesus do at
the Passover that had
never been done
before? Why did he do
it?

Who is eating the
Lord’s Supper?

What is received when
someone takes the
Lord’s Supper?

1 Corinthians 10:16–17 (NIV)
16
Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood
of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one
loaf.
1 Corinthians 11:23–29 (NIV)
23
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the
night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood;
do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
27
So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone
ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29 For
those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment
on themselves.
How is the Lord’s Supper all about Jesus?
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Why does God want us
to only give the Lord’s
Supper to those who
have examined
themselves?

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)
9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light.
Romans 10:8–17 (NIV)
8
But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,”
that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says,
“Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference
between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call
on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
14
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it
is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
16
But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has
believed our message?”
17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard
through the word about Christ.
1 Corinthians 3:4–9 (NIV)
4
For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not
mere human beings? 5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants,
through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the
one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things
grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will
each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s
service; you are God’s field, God’s building.
John 17:13–23 (NIV)
13
“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that
they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word
and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the
world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by
the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the
world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
20
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me
through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and
I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
22
I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—23
I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world
will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”
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Who are we and what
are we called to do?

Why do we need
people to go and tell
others about God?

What role do people
play in conversion?

What did Jesus want to
have happen as his
disciples went and
preached his Word?

Acts 2:38–47 (NIV)
38
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39
The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the
Lord our God will call.”
40
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
42
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs
performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in
common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.
1 Timothy 4:1–7 (NIV)
1
The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 3 They forbid
people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. 4 For
everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with
thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. 6 If you point
these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus,
nourished on the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed. 7
Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be
godly.

What should this unity
that Christ prayed for
look like?

What makes Jesus’
desire so hard to bring
to fulfillment?

2 Timothy 2:16–18 (NIV)
16
Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more
ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and
Philetus, 18 who have departed from the truth. They say that the resurrection has
already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some.
2 Timothy 4:3–4 (NIV)
3
For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to
suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say
what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and
turn aside to myths.
2 Timothy 2:14–15 (NIV)
14
Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against
quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your
best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
2 Timothy 4:1–2, 5 (NIV)
1
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead,
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the
word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with
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What should we do
with his Word?

great patience and careful instruction. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations,
endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
Hebrews 10:23–25 (NIV)
23
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
2 Timothy 2:19 (NIV)
19
Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: “The
Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord
must turn away from wickedness.”

In the end through our
evangelism efforts, how
do we know who the
believers are?

Why does Jesus care what we do with his Word?

Mark 10:1–9 (NIV)
1
Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan.
Again crowds of people came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them.
2
Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce
his wife?”
3
“What did Moses command you?” he replied.
4
They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her
away.”
5
“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus
replied. 6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8 and the
two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what
God has joined together, let no one separate.”
Genesis 2:18–24 (NIV)
18
The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper
suitable for him.”
19
Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the
birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave
names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to
fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then
closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had
taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
23
The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 That is why a man leaves his father
and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.
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How does Jesus define
marriage?

Where does he go to get
that definition?

Already in Genesis we
can see that God simply
gave different
responsibilities to men
and women.

Ephesians 5:21–33 (NIV)
21
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
22
Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which
he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to
their husbands in everything.
25
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27
and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated
their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church—30
for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a
profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one
of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her
husband.

What does God expect
of wives in their
marriage?

What does God expect
of husbands in their
marriage?

Romans 7:2 (NIV)
2
For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is
alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her to him.

When does marriage
end?

Malachi 2:16 (NIV84)
“I hate divorce,” says the LORD God of Israel.

What does God think
about divorce?

Matthew 19:7–9 (NIV)
7
“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of
divorce and send her away?”
8
Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were
hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces
his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
1 Corinthians 7:10–16 (NIV)
10
To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate
from her husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled
to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife.
12
To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a
believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a woman
has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not
divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and
the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your
children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.
15
But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not bound in
such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 16 How do you know, wife,
whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will
save your wife?
Hebrews 13:4 (NIV)
4
Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will
judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.
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Why did God even
allow divorce?

What reasons does God
give for divorce?

What are God’s
expectations about
people whether they
are married or not?

Ephesians 5:1–3 (NIV)
1
Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God. 3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or
of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people.
1 Corinthians 7:8, 32-35 (NIV)
8
Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried,
as I do. 32 I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned
about the Lord’s affairs—how he can please the Lord. 33 But a married man is
concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife—34 and his
interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s
affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married
woman is concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her husband.
35
I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a
right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.

Singleness is a blessing
from the Lord as well as
marriage. What is good
about being single?

What does marriage, the role/relationship of husbands and wives, and sexual purity
have to do with Jesus?

Old Testament Laws & New Testament Worship
Matthew 5:17 (NIV)
17
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill them.
Colossians 2:13–23 (NIV)
13
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of
our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it
away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
16
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a
religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of
the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let
anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a
person also goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are puffed up with
idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 19 They have lost connection with the head, from
whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows
as God causes it to grow.
20
Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as
though you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! Do
not taste! Do not touch!”? 22 These rules, which have to do with things that are all
destined to perish with use, are based on merely human commands and teachings. 23
Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed
worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any
value in restraining sensual indulgence.
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What did Jesus do with
the Old Testament
laws?

Since Jesus fulfilled the
Old Testament, what
does that mean for our
worship life?

Ephesians 2:19–22 (NIV)
19
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with
God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And
in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his
Spirit.
Galatians 5:1 (NIV)
1
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
Psalm 96:2–3 (NIV)
2
Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 3 Declare
his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
Psalm 81:1–2 (NIV)
1
Sing for joy to God our strength; shout aloud to the God of Jacob! 2 Begin the
music, strike the timbrel, play the melodious harp and lyre.
Hebrews 12:28 (NIV)
28
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,
1 Corinthians 14:40 (NIV)
40
But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.
1 Timothy 2:1–4 (NIV)
1
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be
made for all people—2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful
and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our
Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.
1 Timothy 2:8 (NIV)
8
Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or
disputing.
1 Timothy 2:9–10 (NIV)
9
I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning
themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but
with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God.
1 Peter 3:1–6 (NIV)
1
Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of
them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of
their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty should
not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of
gold jewelry or fine clothes. 4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 5 For this is
the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn
themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed
Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do
not give way to fear.
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What is our foundation
for Christian worship?

What can we take from
each of the following
passages and apply to
our worship services?

1 Timothy 2:11–14 (NIV)
11
A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman
to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13 For Adam was formed
first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was
deceived and became a sinner.
1 Timothy 3:1–15 (NIV)
1
Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble
task. 2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, selfcontrolled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family
well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full
respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take
care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited
and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation
with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.
8
In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in
much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of
the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is
nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.
11
In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but
temperate and trustworthy in everything.
12
A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his
household well. 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great
assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.
14
Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 15
if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s
household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.
What do all these passages about how we worship have to do with Jesus?
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The Moral Law Continues
Matthew 22:34–40 (NIV)
34
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One
of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the Law?”
37
Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang
on these two commandments.”
John 13:3–5, 12-16, 34-35 (NIV)
3
Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come
from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a
basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was
wrapped around him.
12
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set
you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent
him.
34
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”

Even with the Old
Testament being
fulfilled by Jesus, what
does he still expect of
us?

Why did Jesus wash his
disciples’ feet?

Luke 10:25–37 (NIV)
25
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked,
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26
“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27
He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’”
28
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
Why did Jesus tell the
29
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30
story of the Good
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was
Samaritan?
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving
him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw
the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own
donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I
will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of robbers?”
37
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.
” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
Why does it matter that Jesus talked about laws that we should do?
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Romans 12:1–8 (NIV)
1
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper
worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of
you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself
with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4
For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given
to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7
if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.
1 Corinthians 12:1–30 (NIV)
1
Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were
influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who
is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is
Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
4
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but
in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.
7
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To
one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another
prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different
kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the
work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he
determines.
12
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body,
so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—
whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
14
Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
15
Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,”
it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say,
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason
stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in
fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to
be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many
parts, but one body.
21
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the
feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat
with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special
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What action does God
call us to here in
Romans 12?

What is the relationship
between all believers?

modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the
body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be
no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If
one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices
with it.
27
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has
placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles,
then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts
of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?
2 Corinthians 8:1–15 (NIV)
1
And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has
given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing
joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave
as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they
urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people.
5
And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and
then by the will of God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a
beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you
excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in
the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
8
I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing
it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich.
10
And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you
were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the
work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it,
according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.
13
Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that
there might be equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so
that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is
written: “The one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who
gathered little did not have too little.”
2 Corinthians 9:6–15 (NIV)
6
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures
forever.”
10
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You
will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
12
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people
but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service
by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that
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What else does God
expect of us when it
comes to our gifts?

Why give at all?

What principles of
Christian giving do we
find here?

accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing
with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out
to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his
indescribable gift!
What does giving of our time, talent, and treasures have to do with Jesus Christ and
him crucified?

Daniel 9:3, 19 (NIV)
3
So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting,
and in sackcloth and ashes. 19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your
sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”

How do Daniel’s words
give us a definition of
prayer?

Romans 5:1–2 (NIV)
1
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this
grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.

Why can we pray to
God?

1 Peter 3:12 (NIV)
12
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

To whose prayers does
God not listen?

John 14:13–14 (NIV)
13
And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

What is Jesus’ promised
response to prayer?

Matthew 7:7–11 (NIV)
7
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the
one who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 Which of you, if your son asks for bread,
will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then,
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”
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2 Corinthians 12:7–10 (NIV)
In order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a
messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it
away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when
I am weak, then I am strong.
1 Kings 3:5–14 (NIV)
5
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God
said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”
6
Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father
David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have
continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this
very day.
7
“Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David.
But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant
is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or
number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to
distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of
yours?”
10
The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him,
“Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have
asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I
will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there
will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 13 Moreover, I will give
you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in your lifetime you
will have no equal among kings. 14 And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my
decrees and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life.”
2 Peter 3:9 (NIV)
9
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.
Luke 22:42 (NIV)
42
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done.”
Romans 8:26–27 (NIV)
26
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.
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What is another answer
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How did God answer
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He gives him what he
asks for and more!

What other insight does
God give us about
answering prayer?

Matthew 6:5–13 (NIV)
5
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done
in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans,
for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for
your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
9
“This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us
today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’”
Genesis 18:20–33 (NIV)
20
Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and
their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as
the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.”
22
The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing
before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the
righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will
you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous
people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the
wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the
Judge of all the earth do right?”
26
The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the
whole place for their sake.”
27
Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the
Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is
five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five people?”
“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.”
29
Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” He said, “For
the sake of forty, I will not do it.”
30
Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can
be found there?”
He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”
31
Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only
twenty can be found there?”
He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.”
32
Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if
only ten can be found there?”
He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.”
33
When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham
returned home.
Genesis 19:29 (NIV)
29
So when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he
brought Lot out of the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.
What does prayer have to do with Jesus?
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What can we learn from
Abraham’s prayer that
we can apply to our
own prayer life?

Relationship with Government
Matthew 17:24–27 (NIV)
24
After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the twodrachma temple tax came to Peter and asked, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple
tax?”
25
“Yes, he does,” he replied.
When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. “What do you think,
Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from
their own children or from others?”
26
“From others,” Peter answered.
“Then the children are exempt,” Jesus said to him. 27 “But so that we may not cause
offense, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its
mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and
yours.”
Matthew 22:15–22 (NIV)
15
Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent
their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that
you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the
truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17
Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”
18
But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to
trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20
and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
21
“Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is
God’s.”
22
When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.
Romans 13:1–7 (NIV)
1
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except
that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by
God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what
God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers
hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be
free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be
commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s
servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also
as a matter of conscience. 6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are
God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if
honor, then honor.
Acts 5:27–29 (NIV)
27
The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be
questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,”
he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make
us guilty of this man’s blood.”
29
Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human
beings!
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When is the exception
to obeying the
government?

Why is Jesus concerned with what we do in regards to our government?
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Christ Crucified Will Return
We have learned so much about Jesus’ history, but history is not the only
thing recorded in the Bible. We also have insight into the future - a future
that includes Jesus. Even though he has ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father, we are told that everyone will see Jesus
again.
John 14:1–3 (NIV)
1
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am
going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

What did Jesus promise
while he was still on
earth?

Matthew 26:63–64 (NIV)
63
But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by
the living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”
64
“You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you will
see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the
clouds of heaven.”
John 5:16–30 (NIV)
16
So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began
to persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work
to this very day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill
him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own
Father, making himself equal with God. 1
9
Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father
does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes,
and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For
just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom
he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all
judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father.
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
24
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I
tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he
has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to
judge because he is the Son of Man.
28
“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves
will hear his voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live,
and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do
nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself
but him who sent me.
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What responsibility
was given specifically
to Jesus that has yet to
happen to us?

Matthew 24:1–44 (NIV)
1
Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to
call his attention to its buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I
tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”
3
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately.
“Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming
and of the end of the age?”
4
Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my
name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and
rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the
end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning
of birth pains.
9
“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be
hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith
and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive
many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold,
13
but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will
come.
15
“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes
desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—16 then
let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the housetop go down
to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 19
How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray
that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be
great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be
equaled again.
22
“If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the
elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is
the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false
prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time.
26
“So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here
he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east
is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is
a carcass, there the vultures will gather.
29
“Immediately after the distress of those days “ ‘the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will
be shaken.’ 30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the
peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
heaven, with power and great glory. 31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet
call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to
the other.
32
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its
leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these
things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will
certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will never pass away.
36
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of
the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking,
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What signs did Jesus
give us that would
signal the end?

When will Jesus return?

marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew
nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is
how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will
be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be
taken and the other left.
42
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.
43
But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the
thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken
into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when
you do not expect him.
1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11 (NIV)
13
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in
death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus
those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that
we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not
precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And
so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these
words.
1
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2
for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3
While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly,
as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.
4
But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise
you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not
belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are
asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those
who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober,
putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For
God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together
with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact
you are doing.
2 Peter 3:10-13 (NIV)
10
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a
roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will
be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people
ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the
day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the
heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his
promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness
dwells.
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How will Jesus return?

What are we to do
while we wait for Jesus
to return?

What will happen to
earth when Jesus
returns?

1 Corinthians 15:35–58 (NIV)
35
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they
come?” 36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you
sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of
something else. 38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of
seed he gives its own body. 39 Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh,
animals have another, birds another and fish another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies
and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and
the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the
moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.
42
So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable,
it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The first
man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual
did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of
the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are
those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who are of
heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the
image of the heavenly man.
50
I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a
mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—52 in a flash, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed
with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written
will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 56 The sting of
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the
Lord is not in vain.
Why does it matter that Jesus will return?
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What will happen to us
when the Lord returns?

What will our
resurrected body be
like?
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Appendices
What is a Lutheran? Do they preach Jesus Christ and him crucified?
The Lutheran denomination of Christianity came into existence in the early 16th century. Many point to Martin
Luther’s nailing of the 95 Theses (or statements) to the Castle Church door (the town’s bulletin board) in
Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 1517 as its start, or at least the start of the Reformation. Martin Luther, a Catholic monk, found
through the study of Scripture that a person was forgiven all their sins and given the gift of being right with God not by anything the
person could do, but wholly as a gift given of the merits of Christ conveyed on each person through the Holy Spirit’s gift of faith.
Luther’s initial efforts in response to this teaching were to inform the Roman Catholic Church of grievous unscriptural errors within
the Roman Catholic Church that a man could save himself by what he has done and that the clergy, especially the Pope, could
dispense forgiveness in exchange for payment.
Luther called for a return (or reform) to this
righteousness that comes by faith alone (Romans
1:17). Instead of relying on church traditions and
statements of early church fathers, Luther advocated
a return to Scripture alone as the ultimate authority
in all spiritual matters. After years of theological
debate, it became painfully obvious that the Roman
Catholic Church would not reform its teachings.
This led to the writing of what we call “Confessions”
– statements which clearly define what a Christian
is to believe. These confessions clearly defined what
Lutherans believe in relationship to the Bible and in
comparison to other Christians. There are six
Lutheran Confessions: the Unaltered Augsburg
Confession, the Apology (or defense) of the
Augsburg Confession, the Small and Large
Catechisms, the Smalcald Articles, and the Formula
of Concord. Lutherans adhere to these confessions
because they are true and faithful expositions of
Scripture. Yet Scripture remains the deciding and ultimate authority of matters of faith and belief for Lutherans. To read these
confessions for yourself, visit bookofconcord.org.

What is the WELS?

The WELS stands for the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. This synod (group of
churches united in the teachings of Scripture) was founded by German missionaries in the
Milwaukee area of Wisconsin in 1850. With the help of biblically sound theologians, these
united churches became a Confessional Lutheran church body adhering to Scripture as its
chief and final word on all biblical teachings. The WELS also adheres to the six Lutheran
Confessions as faithful and true expositions of God’s Word, but in the end Scripture still stands as the ultimate and final source of
authority in theological matters.
The WELS started out as three congregations in Wisconsin to become a national church body with a church presence in all fifty states
and roughly 400,000 members nationwide. The WELS also has a presence in foreign countries such as Mexico, Canada, Russia,
China, Japan, Africa, and others. For more information on the WELS, check out wels.net.
The WELS is connected with other Confessional Lutheran Church bodies across the globe through the Confessional Evangelical
Lutheran Conference. For more information on these other Lutheran church bodies, go to celc.info.
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Do all Lutherans believe the same things?
No. Not all Lutherans believe the same for not all Lutherans teach or practice according to what God says in His
Holy Word, the Bible.
The three largest Lutheran Church bodies in North America are the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA,
www.elca.org), the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS, www.lcms.org), and the Wisconsin Evangelical Synod
(WELS, www.wels.net). Visit their respective Question/Answer pages and you will find a great deal of difference
between ELCA and the other two.
ELCA fundamentally has a different understanding of the Gospel, Holy Scripture, the Lutheran Confessions, and the
Sacraments than do the others. If the definitions or explanations given by ELCA sound similar, it is only because they
use similar words, but with entirely different meanings (meanings and usage which are foreign to Holy Scripture). In
practice, these differences clearly show themselves (i.e. the toleration and acceptance of behavior contrary to God’s
will; fellowship with “Christian” church bodies that teach doctrines contrary to God’s Word; and not least of all,
preaching which is devoid of the vicarious satisfaction of Christ, the forgiveness of sins, and eternal life through faith in
Jesus.
By far, the doctrine and practices of the ELCA are quite distinct from LCMS and WELS. However, between the latter
two, noticeable differences do exist.
LCMS permits women to vote in congregational assemblies. WELS does not. LCMS permits its young people (and
even encourages in some cases) to join boy/girl scouts. WELS encourages it young people to participate in a WELS
group somewhat similar to the scouts. LCMS has military chaplains. WELS has civilian chaplains, but no military
chaplains. Also, LCMS and the WELS have a different teaching of The Office of the Ministry and its relation to the
priesthood of all believers (however, in practice, differences are not so readily recognizable due to the fact that the
LCMS seminaries and colleges in the Concordia University system of the LCMS do not consistently teach similarly, nor
are pastors and laypeople always so clear on the distinctives).
LCMS and WELS both accept the Bible (both Old and New Testaments) to be God’s Word (and without error) and the
only “rule and norm for faith and life.” Both also subscribe unconditionally to the Lutheran Confessions. The ELCA
does not accept either the Bible or the Lutherans Confessions as the LCMS and WELS do (if the ELCA does in word,
then certainly not in practice).
Both LCMS and WELS also clearly teach Christ and Him crucified as the only means of salvation (1 Corinthians
1:23; 2 Corinthians 4:5). The ELCA is not clear on the genuine Gospel of Jesus Christ and fails to distinguish between
what is sin before God and what is not.
There will be exceptions to the above comparisons. ELCA pastors and congregations who seek to be more faithful to
the Bible than their church body as a whole do exist. In the same way, LCMS and WELS pastors and congregations exist
who do not teach and practice according Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions.
Simply because someone says that they are a member of an ELCA, LCMS, WELS, or other Lutheran Congregation
does not immediately mean that they are genuinely Lutheran. Nor does the word Lutheran attached to the name of a
church body immediately indicate that the church body is genuinely Lutheran. Only by discerning according to Holy
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions is one able to make such a judgment.
We thank God for the faithful Christians and faithful pastors who are in those groups. At the same time, we
recognize the tremendous danger that exists for their faith. Galatians 5:9 says “A little yeast works through the whole
batch of dough.” In Romans 16:17 God urges us to “watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your
way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.” Jesus’ words will remain true unto the
end of time: “If you hold to my teachings, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free.” (John 8:31-32)
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CONFIRMATION
Confirmation is a public profession of the Christian faith, following a period of instruction. It is a rite by
which a person is recognized as one who is properly prepared to receive Holy Communion.

M:

Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord Jesus said to his disciples: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.”
In obedience to the Lord’s command, you have been baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. You have been taught the precious truths of the Christian faith as confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
You know what God has given you by his grace and what he expects of you as his dear child. You now have the privilege of
receiving the Lord’s body and blood in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
You are here to make a public profession of your Christian faith. The apostle Paul, writing to the Romans, said: “If you
confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and joyfully answer these questions.

M:

Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this congregation, acknowledge that in Baptism, God gave you forgiveness
of sins, life, and salvation?

R:

I do.

M:

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?

R:

I do.

M:

Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?

R:

I believe in the triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

M:

Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God?

R:

I do.

M:

Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to know it from Luther’s Small
Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of God?

R:

I do.

M:

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even death, rather than fall away from it?

R:

I do, and I ask God to help me.

M:

Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God’s Word, to be faithful in the use of the Word and
sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live?

R:

I do, and I ask God to help me.

PRAYER
M:

Brothers and sisters in Christ, what we as a Christian congregation have here asked our heavenly Father to confer on all of
you, we now ask him to give each of you individually.

The confirmands, in turn, come forward. The minister may lay his hand on the head of each one and speaks a blessing.
After all the confirmands have received the blessing, the minister dismisses them, saying:

M:

Your church now invites you to receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood. Accept this invitation with deep
reverence and holy joy. Regard your communing at the Lord’s Table as a precious privilege given you by God through his
Church; receive this Sacrament thankfully and often. The almighty and most merciful God—Father, Son, † and Holy
Spirit—bless and keep you.
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Light of the Valley Lutheran Church

Communicant Membership
By joining Light of the Valley you are also joining the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. You are also
committing to our congregation’s family of faith and its shared…
1. Unity
... in Truth and in Love
− “I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so
that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought” (1
Corinthians 1:10).
− “... Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples’” (John 8:31).
− “... and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20).
− “So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of our fellowship
together” (Romans14:19 PHILLIPS).
− “Have a sincere love for other believers, love one another earnestly with all your heart” (1 Pe 1:22 TEV).
2. Responsibility
... in praying for the church’s growth and faithfulness
... in inviting the unchurched to attend
... in warmly welcoming newcomers
− “We always thank God for you and pray for you constantly” (1 Thessalonians 1:1-2 LB).
− “The Master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes, and urge the people there to
come so my house will be full” (Luke 14:23 NCV).
− “So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you; then God will
be glorified” (Romans15:7 LB).
3. Service
... in discovering my gifts and abilities
... in being equipped to serve
... in a developing a servant’s heart
− “Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you” (1 Peter 4:10 PHILLIPS).
− “[God] gave . . . some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that
− the body of Christ may be built up” (Ephesians 4:11-12).
− “Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude
− should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who . . . [took on] the very nature of a servant” (Philippians
2:3-4,7).
4. Witness
... in faithful worship attendance
... in living a godly life
... in generous giving
− “Let us not give up meeting together . . . but let us encourage one another” (Hebrews 10:25).
− “Whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Philippians 1:27
PHILLIPS).
− “Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in proportion to
what you have earned and use it for the offering” (1 Corinthians 16:2 LB).

______________________________________________________

Date: ____________________________
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Light of the Valley Lutheran Church

New Member Data Form
Please fill out this requested information as best you can and return it to the pastor.
Full Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________________
City:________________________________________________ State: __________ ZIP__________________
Home Phone: _________________________________ Cell Phone: __________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Birth Date: ___________________________________ Baptism Date: _________________________________
Confirmation Date: ____________________________ Wedding Date: ________________________________

CHILDREN
Full Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Birth Date: __________________ Baptism Date: __________________ Confirmation Date: _________________

Full Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Birth Date: __________________ Baptism Date: __________________ Confirmation Date: _________________

Full Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Birth Date: __________________ Baptism Date: __________________ Confirmation Date: _________________

Full Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Birth Date: __________________ Baptism Date: __________________ Confirmation Date: _________________

Date First Visited LOTV: _________________________ Date Joined LOTV: ________________________________
Additional Comments:
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